
 

 

Parent Teacher Associations’ Donations 

Deepen Educational Inequities 
 

Approved by Unanimous Vote of the Executive Committee 

of the Florida State Conference of Branches and Youth Units 

 

Date: May 17, 2020 

 

WHEREAS, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 

supports educational equality and socio-economic mobility; and 

 

WHEREAS, Parent Teacher Associations’ (“PTA”) donations should be considered 

discriminatory because the funding disparities between sums raised and entirely spent in wealthy 

districts vastly exceed funds that can be raised in low-wealth districts, thereby exacerbating an 

already vast educational opportunity gap;i and 

 

WHEREAS, although high poverty public school districts receive some federal financial 

assistance to close the educational achievement gaps, many of these schools still remain gravely 

underfunded;ii and 

 

WHEREAS, meanwhile PTAs in affluent school districts can raise a million dollars or more to 

fund additional teachers’ salaries and specialized arts and science programs for students;iii and 

 

WHEREAS, this disparity risks deepening resource inequities among schools.  For example, in 

2019, the New York City Department of Education released data showing the median White 

student attended a school whose PTA raised about $65 per student last year, while the median 

Black student went to a school that collected about $4 per student from parents;iv and 

 

WHEREAS, increasing staff capacity not only provides financial relief to schools in low-wealth 

districts, it has a significant impact on the schools’ day-to-day learning environment because 

hiring additional staff and instructional aides are the largest in-school drivers of student 

achievement;v and 

 

WHEREAS, no policies require the equitable redistribution of PTA donations between districts 

or within a district,;vi and 

 

WHEREAS, public schools in low-wealth districts spend substantially less money on teacher 

salaries by hiring less experienced teachers who earn lower salaries.  Teacher salaries are public 

schools’ largest budget item;vii and 

 

WHEREAS, schools with well-funded PTAs provide more student programs, field trips, new 

computers, art and music instructors, new supplies for teachers, and additional extracurricular 

activities;viii and 

 

WHEREAS, if high poverty public schools received an increase in educational funding, these 

schools would see a boost in their students’ educational achievements.ix 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP will seek legislation, in every state, the 

District of Columbia and all territories, providing for the regulation and equitable distribution of 

PTA donations and fundraising for public schools to close educational achievement gaps 

between students in low-wealth and affluent school districts. 

 

Approved by a unanimous vote this 17th day of May, 2020 by the Executive Committee of 

the Florida State Conference of NAACP Branches and Youth Units (with minor non-

substantive edits authorized). 

 

Unit President’s name:    Adora Obi Nweze 

 

Unit President’s signature:                       ________________________________ 

 

Unit Secretary’s name:    Shawn Kinsey 

 

Unit Secretary’s signature:                       ________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone Number:     305-915-4701 

 

Contact e-mail address:     adoranweze1@bellsouth.net 

 

[End-notes available on pp. 3] 
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i See Why Shouldn’t New York’s Wealthiest P.T.A.s Share With Its Neediest Schools?, The New 

York Times (January 12, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/12/opinion/new-

york-pta.html (last visited May 14, 2020). 

 
ii Id. 

 
iii See Suzanne Cope, The Power of a Wealthy PTA, The Atlantic (November 5, 2019), available 

at https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2019/11/pta-fundraising-schools/601435/ (last 

visited May 14, 2020). 

 
iv See Michael Elsen-Rooney, NYC school PTA fundraising data shows vast racial inequities, 

Daily News (December 2, 2019), available at https://www.nydailynews.com/new-

york/education/ny-pta-funding-inequities-20191202-zcwa24grcfdjvg2mngvne6sl5i-story.html 

(last visited May 15, 2020). 

 
v See Samantha Batel and Erin Roth, Analysis: PTA Purchasing Power Leaves Low-Income 

Schools Even Further Behind, The 74 Million (January 1, 2018), available at 

https://www.the74million.org/article/analysis-pta-purchasing-power-leaves-low-income-schools-

even-further-behind/ (last visited May 15, 2020). 

 
vi Cope, supra note 3. 

 
vii See Charles Clotfelter, et. al., High-Poverty Schools and the Distribution of Teachers and 

Principals, National Center for the Analysis of Longitudinal Data in Education Research 

(December 7, 2006), available at 

http://www.caldercenter.org/sites/default/files/1001057_High_Poverty.pdf (last visited May 15, 

2020) 

 
viii See Catherine Brown, et al., Hidden Money: The Outsized Role of Parent Contributions in 

School Finance, Center for American Progress (April 8, 2017, 12:46 PM), available at 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/reports/2017/04/08/428484/hidden-

money/ (last visited May 15, 2020). 
 
ix See Valerie E. Lee & David T. Burkam, Inequality at the Starting Gate: Social Background 

Differences in Achievement as Children Begin School, Economic Policy Institute (November 5, 

2002), available at https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Inequality-at-the-Starting-Gate%3A-

Social-Background-Lee-Burkam/b76f3475095d2270abc9eb050f34246d6e13cd02 (last visited 

May 15, 2020). 
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