
COVID-19 And Education 
 

Approved by Unanimous Vote of the Executive Committee 
of the Florida State Conference of Branches and Youth Units 

 
Date:  May 17, 2020 

 
WHEREAS, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) has 
long been an advocate for the success of young African Americans in educational environments 
by ensuring equal opportunities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the shift to distance learning attendant to COVID-19 can be expected to widen the 
gap in measures of performance between those children for whom distance learning worked well 
and those for whom it did not;1 and 
 
WHEREAS, some states have waived testing for the 2020 school year, meaning that children 
will progress a year without having demonstrated the level of achievement needed to be prepared 
for subsequent years;2  and 
 
WHEREAS, the accountability and transparency required to protect students’ privacy and civil 
rights regarding school-safety monitoring and surveillance has not been addressed in many 
school districts;3 and 
 
WHEREAS, Free and Reduced Price Lunch is currently unavailable to students due to the 
closure of schools as a result of COVID-19;4 and 
 
WHEREAS, young African Americans are more likely than their white peers to receive Free 
and Reduced Price Lunch, which disproportionately affects the learning abilities of students of 
color, homeless, and food-insecure students;5 and 
 
WHEREAS, many of the poorest families do not qualify for free Internet programs that are 
required for effective remote-learning due to fine print in some Internet service providers’ 
offers;6  and 

WHEREAS, low-income students are half as likely to be proficient at reading as higher-income 
peers, which means these students suffer disproportionately for each lost day of learning due to 
extenuating circumstances.7  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP recommends that the 2020-21 school 
year be dedicated to making up for lost time; and  

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED that school districts should de-prioritize testing for the 20-21 
school year so that teachers can concentrate on bringing students up to their new grade levels. 
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Approved by a unanimous vote this 17th day of May, 2020 by the Executive Committee of 
the Florida State Conference of NAACP Branches and Youth Units (with minor non-
substantive edits authorized). 
 
Unit President’s name:    Adora Obi Nweze 

Unit President’s signature:                       ________________________________ 

Unit Secretary’s name:    Shawn Kinsey 

Unit Secretary’s signature:                       ________________________________ 

Contact Phone Number:     305-915-4701 

Contact e-mail address:     adoranweze1@bellsouth.net 

[End-notes available on p. 3] 
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1 See Sunil Kumar, Five Common Problems Faced by Students in eLearning and How to Overcome Them, 
ELEARNING ARTICLES (Jul. 10, 2015), available at https://elearningindustry.com/5-common-problems-
faced-by-students-in-elearning-overcome (last visited May 15, 2020) (stating that students face struggles 
dealing with adaptability, technological issues, computer literacy, time management, and self-motivation).  

2 See Florida Department of Education Press Office, Florida Department of Education Announces 
Additional Guidance for the 2019-20 School Year, FLORIDA DEP’T OF EDUC., available at 
http://www.fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/florida-department-of-education-announces-additional-
guidance-for-the-2019-20-school-year.stml ((last visited May 15, 2020). 

3 E-mail from the Advancement Project National Office and the Alliance for Educational Justice to 
Members of Congress (May 13, 2020) (on file with the Florida NAACP). 

4 Id. 

5 Id. 

6 Arne Duncan, How the FCC Can Give Internet Access to All Americans During This Pandemic, WASH. 
POST, (APR. 21, 2020), available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/04/21/no-internet-
access-means-no-school-heres-how-fcc-can-help/ ((last visited May 15, 2020). 

7 Id.  
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