
Curing the Epidemic of Black Youth Suicides  
 

Approved by Unanimous Vote of the Executive Committee 
of the Florida State Conference of Branches and Youth Units 

 
Date:  May 17, 2020 

 
WHEREAS, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) seeks 
to declare Black youth suicides a health crisis that has been exacerbated by cyberbullying which 
deters the advancement of African Americans;  
 
WHEREAS, suicide attempts among Black children and teenagers have increased by 73% since 
1991;i and  
 
WHEREAS, the suicide rate of Black children ages 5 to 12 are roughly two times higher 
compared with White children of the same age group;ii and 
 
WHEREAS, no state has passed legislation to specifically combat Black youth suicide, although 
the rate of Black youth suicide has drastically increased within the last three decades; and 
 
WHEREAS, Black youths need protection under civil rights law because these youth are dying 
by suicide at alarming rates. These new rates challenge traditional notions that Black youth do 
not die by suicide at alarming rates; and  
 
WHEREAS, society has failed to act on behalf of Black youths by implementing laws to address 
this newly emerged health crisis; and 
 
WHEREAS, the states of New Yorkiii and New Jerseyiv have recognized that Black youth 
suicides are on the rise and have made efforts to combat the alarming suicide rates by attempting 
to implement legislation, however, to date, legislation specifically addressing Black youth 
suicides has not been passed in these or any other states; and 
 
WHEREAS, since 1993, the suicide rate increased significantly in Black children (from 1.36 to 
2.54 per 1 million) and decreased in White children [from 1.14 to 0.77 per 1 million];v and 
 
WHEREAS, researchers suggest that the racial disparity exists in youth suicides due to 
contributing factors such as poverty, violence, and nutrition which often exist in Black 
communities,vi while Black youth cannot prevent or control such factors; and 
 
WHEREAS, Black youths are disproportionately exposed to violence and traumatic stress in 
their communities, which can increase the likelihood of these youth dying by suicide;vii and 
 
WHEREAS, racial discrimination is a risk factor for suicidal ideation among Black youth;viii 
and 
 



2 

WHEREAS, Black children living in impoverished communities are more likely to die by 
suicide than their peers;ix and 
WHEREAS, unhealthy dietary practices within Black communities correlate with poor mental 
health;x and 
 
WHEREAS, a lack of awareness of mental health and adequate mental health treatment within 
Black communities add to the adversity surrounding Black youth suicide rates;xi and 
 
WHEREAS, Black youth own smartphones at higher rates and use them more frequently than 
youth of other backgrounds, and as a result, they are more likely to use social media platforms, 
and thus inevitably exposed to cyberbullying, which has many adverse effects including 
suicide;xii and 
 
WHEREAS, according to the National Institutes of Health, “[c]yberbullying disproportionately 
affects youths who are already vulnerable to mental health and behavioral health disparities, 
including members of sexual minorities (i.e., gay, lesbian, bisexual), girls, and racial and ethnic 
minorities”xiii; and 
 
WHEREAS, Black youths should be protected under civil rights laws because they are within 
the vulnerable population of minorities on social media who are disproportionately cyberbullied; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Black youths are subject to racial discrimination on online platforms because 
discrimination can occur with “relative social impunity”;xiv and  
 
WHEREAS, Black youths accounted for 10.9% of 9th–12th grade students who reported having 
been electronically bullied during the previous 12 months.xv A 2011 study by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics revealed 252, 000 Black youth were cyberbullied. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP calls for Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention to conduct extensive research regarding Black youth suicides, following the 
development of an extensively researched a plan of action. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the plan of action should include a national policy that 
mandates suicide prevention training and awareness in all NAACP Branches and NAACP Heath 
committee meetings with community stakeholders to establish the trainings in local black 
communities;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the plan of action should also include the creation of a 
suicide prevention and cyberbullying hotline. The hotline should be implemented to address the 
present racial disparities in mental health treatment and cyberbullying of Black youth; and 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP will transmit this Resolution 
to federal and state legislators and public health officials. 
 

  



3 

Approved by a unanimous vote this 17th day of May, 2020 by the Executive Committee of 
the Florida State Conference of NAACP Branches and Youth Units (with minor non-
substantive edits authorized). 

 

Unit President’s name:    Adora Obi Nweze 

Unit President’s signature:                       ________________________________ 

Unit Secretary’s name:    Shawn Kinsey 

Unit Secretary’s signature:                       ________________________________ 

Contact Phone Number:     305-915-4701 

Contact e-mail address:     adoranweze1@bellsouth.net 

[End-notes available on pp. 4-5] 
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